Highland Environment Forum  newsletter   28 September
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

As you'll know the Forum isn't a campaigning body, and so I wouldn't normally post an invitation to write to your MP. However, at a time of ecological and climate emergency, sharing our thoughts on UK environment policy is important. Read this RSPB blog to find out more.

Blogs
· Protecting our trees from pests and diseases: James Nott, Head of Tree Health, Scottish Forestry.

· Working together for nature and climate, David O'Bien, NatureScot Biodiversity Evidence and Reporting Manager

· Tiny but Mighty: The Scottish Primrose, Donald Mitchell, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 5 reasons why deer management is important for Scotland’s future
· Scotland’s defenders of the seas: the volunteers standing up for sea life 

· Sixty years later, book that launched environmental movement exposes inaction on pesticides
News
· Agri Bill Consultation Events Announced
· Northwoods rewilding network grows to 50 sites in 18 months
· Rare small scabious mining bees found at Highland Wildlife Park
Strategy
· Scotland's Beaver Strategy 2022-2045
Research
· Reef effect of offshore structures on the occurrence and foraging activity of harbour porpoises (Aberdeen University)

· Flower strips and hedges combine to boost bees in orchards
· Why whales don’t get brain damage when they swim
Jobs 

· A number of posts with NatureScot 

· Cairngorms Connect, Part-Time Tree Nursery Assistant. Contract to Sept 2023. Closing date 2 Oct

· Greenhive, Nairn Volunteer and Events Assistant. Closing date 14 Oct 

· RSPB, Senior Site Manager - Forsinard Flows Reserve. Closing date 19 Oct 

· RSPB, Project Manager - Uist Native Wildlife Project. 12-month contract. Closing date 19 Oct 

· Project Manager, Future Woodlands Fund. Closing date 24 Oct
Events
High Life Highland ranger autumn and winter events calendar
September
To 2 October: North Highlands and Islands Hub lists a number of events for the Scottish Climate week
· 29 sept @ 11.00 - 13.00 in The Hebridean Inn, Broadford Let's Talk about Food, Skye Climate Action and the Highland Community Waste Partnership 

· 29 Sept @ 11.00 Lily Loch walk, Muir of Ord .Book with Marcia Rae, High Life Highland Ranger at marcia.rae2@highlifehighland.com 

· 29  and 30 Sept @ 18.30 Bat Walk around Ness Islands. Book with John Orr, High Life Highland Ranger at john.orr@highlifehighland.com or T. 07771370959 

· 30 Sept @ 10.15 Walking and Talking trees with Michael Foxley of Achaphubial, Fort William integrating native woodland and crofting 

· 30 Sept @ 10.00 - 15.30, Trellis Networking Seminar & Trellis AGM: Aviemore

· 30 Sept @ 10.00 - 11.00 (online) Biodiversity and Business, Institute for Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability 

· 30 Sept, 1 Oct Community Woodlands Association Annual Conference  

· 30 Sept @ 10.00 - 15.00 Pasture For Life, Soilmentor app training, Ballinluig
October
· 2 October @ 10.30 - 12.30 Lochaber Environment Group, Composting Class 

· 5 Oct @ 19.15 - 21.00 SWT North Drought in Scotland – really?
· 6 Oct @ 10.00 - 13.30 Black Isle Brewery, gardening course: Harvest festival: how to make the most of your produce, end of season advice about storing and preserving. 

· 8-9 Oct Discovering Wildlife Tracks and Signs with Dan Puplett and Field Studies Council, at Glenmore Lodge 

· 11 Oct @ 19.30 in St Andrews Church Hall, Fort William. Lochaber Natural History Society, Beavers and Bureaucracy: The story of the Argaty Beaver Project by Tom Bowser 

· 19 October @19/30: Badgers. an online presentation by expert Roger Cottis, to start the new Skye and Lochalsh badgers group. Email Elaine Rainey @ elaine@scottishbadgers.org.uk for the zoom link 

· 26 Oct @ 09.30 - 16.30 Armadale Nature Day with Dan Puplett, Armadale Castle, Skye 

· 26 October @ 19.30 in Nairn Community Centre Wildlife Watching and the Nairn Naturalists Club, Stephen Wiseman 

· 26 Oct @ 19.00 in Dingwall Academy River Peffery Re-Meandering Story and Riverwoods Film Screening 
· 28 - 30 Oct Take one Action films, Eden Court, Inverness
High Life Highland Ranger events

· 6 Oct @ 14.15 Puddle Jumpers: Forest Fun, Lael Forest near Ullapool. Book with Jenny Grant, High Life Highland Ranger at jenny.grant@highlifehighland.com, 01854 613526 

· 11 Oct @ 11.00 - 13.00 ‘Drop-in’ Whale & Dolphin Watch at Duncansby Head. Book withPaul Castle, High Life Highland Ranger at paul.castle@highlifehighland.com  

· 11 Oct @ 14.00 Rock Pool Rummage at Thurso East. Book with Paul Castle, High Life Highland Ranger at paul.castle@highlifehighland.com 
· 11 Oct @ 14.00 Family rock pool event; Scourie beach. Book with Donald Mitchell, High Life Highland Ranger at donald.mitchell@highlifehighland.com or  Tel 07766475338 

· 11 Oct @ 14.00 Rockpool exploring at Clashnessie. Book with Andy Summers, High Life Highland Ranger at andy.summers@highlifehighland.com Tel: 07825 116516 

· 11 Oct @ 10.00 - 13.00 Autumn Crafts at the Muir of Ord Hub with High Life HIghland Ranger, Marcia Rae 

· 12 Oct @ 14.00 Whale & Dolphin Watching Presentation at Thurso Library. Book with paul.castle@highlifehighland.com  

· 12 Oct @ 17.30 All about Eagles - A tour of Strathdearn, Tomatin.  Book with john.orr@highlifehighland.com 07771370959 

· 12 Oct @ 11.00 A Short Walk into Nature – Strontian.  Book with  eilidh-ann.phillips@highlifehighland.com 

· 12 Oct @ 16.00 Stories Round the Fire: Halloween & Bats! Badenoch and Strathspey. Find out more and book with  saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 13 Oct @ 14.00 Animal treasure trail in Culag Woods, Lochinver. No need to book. More info from andy.summers@highlifehighland.com  Tel:07825 116516 

· 13 Oct @ 14.00 Armadale Bay to Kirtomy, North Sutherland Guided Walk: Book.with paul.castle@highlifehighland.com 

· 13 Oct @ 10.00 Monarchs of the Glen: Find out more and book with marcia.rae2@highlifehighland.com 

· 14 Oct @ 10.30 Exploring the dunes at Farair Head  Find out more and book with  donald.mitchell@highlifehighland.com or Tel 07766475338 

· 14 Oct @ 11.00 Healthy Minds Group, Badenoch and Strathspey.  Find out more and book with saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 19 Oct @ 10.00 Fungi Foray at Ledmore and Migdale  Find out more and book with marcia.rae2@highlifehighland.com 

· 19 Oct @ 15.30 Wild Plants and their Uses, Autumn Walk, Ullapool   Find out more and book with  jenny.grant@highlifehighland.com, 01854 61352 

· 19 Oct @ 15.30 The Slochd Shielings Find out more and book with john.orr@highlifehighland.com 07771370959
November
· 17 Nov @ 10.00 - 13.30 Black Isle Brewery, gardening course: Laying the ground for next year: how to make no-dig beds,  compost; pruning and cropping plans. 

· 23 Nov @ 19.30 in Nairn Community Centre Highland Bats, Katy Martin
With regards,

Caroline

Caroline Vawdrey    (1.5 days per week)    T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot, and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
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